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Critical Race Theory 
CRT

Culture & The Christian Worldview



The first duty of a leader is to 
define reality. 

MAX DUPREE

”



Of Issachar, men who 
had understanding of  
the times, to know what 
Israel ought to do… 

1 CHRONICLES 12:32 

Understanding the times is a 
precondition to responding 
appropriately to the times. 

CARL TRUEMAN  .

”



‣ What is happening? 
‣ How did we get here as a culture? 
‣ How ideas are impacting church? 
‣ How should we respond?

Critical Race Theory



"Culture is what humans make of the world.”  

ANDY CROUCH

Culture Defined

”



Culture is after all, the name given to 
those traditions, institutions and 
patterns of behavior that transmit the 
values of one generation to the next.  

CARL TRUEMAN

Culture Defined



And he (God) made from one man 
every nation of mankind to live on all 

the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place. 

ACTS 17:26

”



Ideas have 
consequences 

and  
bad ideas 

have victims.



‣ What is happening? 
‣ How did we get here as a culture?



Justice is turned back, 
and righteousness stands far a 
way; 
for truth has stumbled in the 
public squares, 
and uprightness cannot enter. 
Truth is lacking, 
and he who departs from evil 
makes himself  a prey. 
Isaiah 59:14-15



The Fall of  Rome and the Rise of  Christianity



American Revolution (1775-1783)  
Worldview: Christian

Roots: Reformation


God-centered

French Revolution (1789-1799)  
Worldview: Secular 


Roots: Enlightenment

Man-centered

The Tale of  Two Revolutions



As we leave behind our Christian roots, 
Western civilization is eroding the 
foundation that led to its unique features, 
its most important contributions, and its 
highest values… We are, in many ways, 
returning to the cultured practices of 
Rome… Remember, a society’s underlying 
worldview and its implications will inevitably 
be expressed in the culture. 

GLENN SUNSHINE



When the foundations of the Christian worldview are 
removed from a culture, that culture does not 
‘progress’ to a higher or better form - It falls back to 
the former worldview.  

For America, that former worldview was Rome.



Ancient Rome vs. Modern America 

Roman culture marked by subjugation, coercion, 
slavery, sexual deviance, pornography, infanticide 
and abortion.  

It is little wonder we are seeing an increase in human 
trafficking (slavery), sexual deviance, pornography 
and cultural acceptance of abortion and infanticide in 
America.



How ideas shape reality and culture



Darwin: Evolution, Survival of the Fittest, Favored Races 

Marx: Marxism, Materialism, Power Dynamics in 
Economics (oppressor vs oppressed)

Gramsci: Cultural Marxism, Power Dynamics in Culture 
Subvert Western Culture from the inside.

Hegel: Hegelian Dialectic - Thesis, Antithesis, & Synthesis 
(Problem - Reaction - Solution)

Marcuse: Critical Theory (Frankfurt School) - Repressive Tolerance  
(Liberation: intolerance of right / tolerance of left - cancel culture)



THE DIFFUSION OF INNOVATION

Population (nation, community, culture, church, institution, etc.)

How ideas shape reality and culture

Diffusion of Innovation

16%



THE DIFFUSION OF INNOVATION

Diffusion of Innovation

16%



DARWINIAN EVOLUTION 
Origin of Species by Means 
of Natural Selection, or the 
Preservation of Favoured 
Races in the Struggle for Life

How ideas shape reality and culture

16%



THE DIFFUSION OF INNOVATION

Tipping Point

Diffusion of Innovation

100% Adoption 
by population 

0% Adoption 

50% Adoption 

How ideas shape reality and culture

16%



Tipping Point

100% Adoption 
by population 

Critical Mass

0% Adoption 

50% Adoption 

THE DIFFUSION OF INNOVATIONDiffusion of Innovation

How ideas shape reality and culture

16%



Academy Arts &  
Music

Elites & Media Politics Everyone else

DARWINIAN EVOLUTION
Adopted by 

DOMINATE CULTURE

100% Adoption 
by population 

Diffusion of Innovation

How ideas shape reality and culture

16%



Academy Arts &  
Music

Elites & Media Politics Everyone else

CRITICAL 
RACE  
THEORY

CRT 
Adopted by 

DOMINATE CULTURE

100% Adoption 
by population 

How ideas shape reality and culture

Diffusion of Innovation

16%



Let me make the songs 
of  a nation, and I care 

not who makes its laws.

”

ANDREW FLETCHER



A method used in a variety of cultural studies that is 
not interested in simply understanding the how and 
why of current reality, but instead seeks to 
impose a moral vision on society. 

CRITICAL THEORY DEFINED



The goal of critical theory is to identify 
systemic problems in society and dismantle 
them (through deconstruction). 

Presupposition (Thesis): These problems 
arise from power structures that oppress 
(oppressors vs oppressed).  

The reaction is to dismantle or subvert 
oppressive structures.  

The solution is revolution toward human 
liberation from ALL oppressive structures 
(utopia).

CRITICAL THEORY DEFINED

HEGEL



Everyone is divided into two groups – those who have 
power and those who don’t (power dynamics - 
oppressor vs oppressed). 

Those in power obtain power at the expense of others 
(zero sum game). 

Those who have power always oppress those who don’t 
(victims).

CRITICAL THEORY CLAIMS



CRITICAL THEORY PURPOSE

Critical Theory is a radical, emancipatory 
form of Marxian theory “to liberate human 
beings from the circumstances that enslave 
them.”

The Revolution won’t happen with guns, rather it will 
happen incrementally, year by year, generation by 

generation. We will gradually infiltrate their educational 
institutions and their political offices, transforming them 
slowly into Marxist entities as we move towards universal 

egalitarianism. 
Max Horkheimer

”



”
The issue is never the issue. The issue is always the 

revolution (SDS radical student). 

In other words, the cause of a political action – whether 
civil rights or women’s rights – is never the real cause; 

women, blacks and other “victims” are only 
instruments in the larger cause, which is power. 

David Horowitz

CRITICAL THEORY PURPOSE



The long march through the institutions

Rudi Dutschke

The Church 
Education 

Media

Entertainment  
Government 
The Family

CRITICAL THEORY IN ACTION



Critical Race Theory (CRT) is 
Critical Theory applied to Race.



Critical Race Theory (CRT) is the practical 
application of Marxism to race in order to achieve 
political power and cultural dominance.

WHAT IS CRITICAL RACE THEORY?



The axis of American social life is 
fundamentally constructed in race. As a 
result, the economic, political, and historical 
relationships and arrangements that social 

actors have to institutions and social 
processes are all race based. 

Sherwood Thompson (Critical Race Scholar)

”
CRT gets applied systematically across culture.



Critical Race Theory 
Divides all people into tribal groups of oppressors and  

oppressed based on ethnicity. 

Cripples the mind and keeps children from reaching 
their full potential (permanent victim class). 

Redefines and distorts language - ripping words from 
their true meaning and redefining them. 

Drives a wedge into sensitive social issues (race) in 
order to exploit weakness & gain power. 

Creates dissatisfaction (misery) with life in order to 
subvert reality, traditional institutions, and morals.



Social Gospel 
Liberal Theology 
Liberation Theology 
Black Liberation Theology 
Feminist Liberation Theology 

We’ve seen this before…

HISTORY: How do ideologies infiltrate the church?

Progressive Christianity
New variant we’re seeing today….





Why is CRT so attractive?



CRITICAL RACE THEORY borrows capital from the Christian 
tradition, co-ops biblical language, and the Christian 
ethic. It untethers them from their biblical foundation and 
redefines them, in order to apply them within the 
worldview. 

CRT is a ‘theory of everything’ or totalizing vision of life.

Why is CRT so attractive?



Why is CRT so attractive?

Good-hearted Christians fall for repackaged liberation 
theology in the form of Social Justice…  

CRT is catechized institutionally through Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion (DEI) trainings and in schools as Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL)



Why is CRT so attractive?

Redefining Language: 

We’re using the same words but different dictionaries.  

When truth is relative and power is everything, 
redefining words is in the realm of options to attain power. 

When we redefine words - we are redefining reality.



When we redefine words - we are redefining reality.

Biblical Words: 
Race (one) 
Justice 
Reconciliation 
Truth (objective) 
Oppression 
Privilege 
Identity 
Love 
Equality 
Peace 
Ethnicity (ethnos)

Critical Theory Words: 
Races 
Social Justice 
Racial Reconciliation 
My Truth (subjective) 
Systemic Racism 
White Privilege 
Identity Politics 
White Fragility 
Hate Speech 
Equity 
Anti-Racism 
Racial Justice 
White Supremacy 
Climate Justice 
Health Equity

“This book (White Fragility) 
is unapologetically rooted in 

Identity Politics."

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/identity%20politics


How should Christians think about CRT?

Worldview is the lens through which we view, 
interpret and engage reality. It is what we 
believe about ourselves and the world around 
us (total reality). 



Critical Race Theory is a Worldview 
that attempts to form and shape reality to 
fit its desired vision for the world (result). It 
seeks to impose a moral vision on society.



How should Christians think about CRT?

The Christian Worldview views life, culture 
and total reality through a biblical lens of 
Creation, Fall, Redemption and Restoration.

There’s not a square inch in the whole domain 
of human existence over which Christ, who is 
Lord over all, does not cry, ‘Mine’! 

ABRAHAM KUYPER



How should Christians think about CRT?

For the Christian, the Bible is not merely a book to 
be looked at, it is also a lens to be looked through.

Making Sense of Your World (W. G. Phillips, W. Brown, J. Stonestreet)

”



1. Where did I come from? (origin) 

2. What is the nature of reality? 

3. Does my life have meaning? (meaning) 

4. Who am I? - What does it mean to be human? (identity) 

5. How do I know right from wrong? (morality) 

6. What is wrong with the world and how do we fix it? 

7. What happens to me when I die? (destiny)



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

Where did I 
come from?

Evolution - the result of 
time plus matter plus 

chance - without 
purpose.

Created by God - 
Spirit, mind and body 

with dignity and 
purpose.

Gen. 1:26-27, 2:7, 2:15 

ORIGIN



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

What is the 
nature of 
reality?

All reality is material, 
energy and power.

Material and non-
material reality 

(spiritual / 
metaphysical)

Romans 1:20, Job 38:36,  
1 Cor. 2:14

METAPHYSICAL



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

Does my life 
have 
meaning?

Yes 

Utilitarian - meaning is 
subjective - culturally 
constructed - rooted in 

identity group.

Yes 

Moral Agent with 

purpose - meaning is 
objective - established 
and instituted by God

Gen. 1:26, Ecc. 12:13, 

MEANING



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

Who am I? 
and 
What does it 
mean to be 
human?

Identity is based on 
race, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, economic 

status, political 
affiliation.


Subjective

Identity defined by 
God. Every human is 
created in the image 

of God having 
individual intrinsic 

value. 
Objective

Gen. 1:26, Psalm 139

IDENTITY



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

What is 
wrong with 
the world?

Inequality 

Power Dynamics 
(oppressors vs. 

oppressed). 
Dominant group has 
control of material 

resources, hegemonic 
and political power at the 

expense of minority 
groups (systems).  

Power and resources are 
limited in a ‘zero-sum’ 

game.

Sin  
Humanity is in a 

‘fallen’ state of spiritual 
blindness and open 
rebellion against our 

creator, and in need of 
Salvation. Sin effects 

the entire created 
order, human society 

and relationships.

Gen. 3, Romans 1:18-32,  
Romans 3:23



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

How do we 
fix it?

Man-Centered 
Solution: 

Revolution of the 
oppressed over the 
oppressors to seize 

control of resources and 
power to bring about 
total equality (utopian 

state). 
Flattening of Humanity

God-Centered 
Solution: 

Reconciliation & 
redemption with our 

creator through trust in 
Christ Jesus for the 

forgiveness of Sin (the 
Gospel). Christians are 

ambassadors who work 
to redeem and restore 
creation and culture. 
Human Flourishing

Ephesians 2:8-10, John 3:16, 
2 Cor. 5:16-21, 1 Pet. 3:15



Worldview 
Question

Critical Theory 

(Cultural Marxism)

Biblical

Christianity

What 
happens 
when I die?

Nothing - no afterlife Eternal life with God or 
separated from God.

John 3:16, 1 John 2:25, 5:12 
Romans 6:23 

DESTINY



How should Christians think about CRT?

Critical Race Theory 
as a Religion



Goal: Raise Consciousness 
Subvert western culture from the inside  
“Long march through the institutions.”

What is the modern expression of having one’s 
consciousness raised? 

Again, we’ve seen this before… 

1960s “Tune in, turn on, drop out.” 

2020s “Tune in, turn on, be woke.”



How should Christians think about CRT?

CRT is Baptized 
Marxism

Misapplication of the Gaussian Bell Curve to Human Behavior - N. Taleb 



What is the modern expression of 
having one’s consciousness raised? 

To be ‘woke’ is to raise one’s 
consciousness to the oppressor vs. 
oppressed struggle (power dynamics) 
throughout society and culture. To be 
‘woke’ and to ‘stay woke’ is to be 
‘with it’ or ‘in the know’ and ‘on the 
right side of history’ in regard to 
certain current social issues – 
particularly related to ethnicity and 
sexual identity. In other words, 
being ‘woke’ is to reside on the moral 
high-ground on a popular social 
issue.



Gender Theory & 
Sexual Identity

Who is telling the ‘New Creation’ story?

LGBTQ+ movement is psychological 
and sexual in its view of human nature.



How do we respond 
to Critical Race 
Theory?



If you don’t understand the nature of 
something or someone, then your best 
efforts to help them will end up harming 
them. This is true in the doctors office, 
the school classroom, the bedroom 
and with social justice. 

Thaddeus Williams



If we get the diagnosis wrong, 
we will get the cure wrong. 
We end up harming the people we are 
trying to help!

Ideas have consequences and bad ideas have victims.



How do we respond Critical 
Race Theory?

PRAY 
This is a spiritual problem that demands a spiritual 

solution



“We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion (idea) 
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every 

thought captive to obey Christ.” 

2 Corinthians 10:5

SHARE TRUTH

How do we respond Critical 
Race Theory?



What does the Bible say about race? 
What does the Bible say about human identity?



Race Redeemed - We Are ONE

https://revolutionofman.org/race-redeemed-we-are-one/

https://revolutionofman.org/race-redeemed-we-are-one/
https://revolutionofman.org/race-redeemed-we-are-one/


Academy Arts &  
Music

Elites & Media Politics Everyone else

100% Adoption 
by population 

Diffusion of Innovation

TRUTH

Re-Innovate the culture with TRUTH and HOPE

16%



The Gospel is so much larger than the personal plan 
for salvation. The Gospel of the Kingdom is the in-
breaking rule and reign of Jesus Christ as King over 
all creation - redeeming and restoring all things.  
Through Him, the Kingdom of God has come into 
this world. Jesus has completed the atonement for 
our sin on the cross. By his resurrection and 
ascension to the right hand of God the Father, He is 
presently ruling and reigning over creation. Christ is 
reinstating his righteousness on the earth. 

Michael S. Craven

Recover the Gospel of the Kingdom



Of Issachar, men who 
had understanding of  
the times, to know what 
Israel ought to do… 

1 CHRONICLES 12:32 

Understanding the times is a 
precondition to responding 
appropriately to the times. 

CARL TRUEMAN  .

”



And he (God) made from one man 
every nation of mankind to live on 

all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and 
the boundaries of their dwelling 

place. 

ACTS 17:26

”
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Mother Teresa

Douglass ten Boom Parks

Luther

Elliot

Robinson

Bonhoeffer

Wilberforce


